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The first National Colloquium of Chairpersons, Executive Directors and
Directors of Entrepreneurship Development Institutes (EDIs), Institutes of
Entrepreneurship Development (IEDs) and Centres of Entrepreneurship
Development (CEDs) was held on June 23, 2011 at J&K Entrepreneurship
Development Institute, Pampore.

The Colloquium was inaugurated by Hon’ble Chief Minister, Jinab Omer

Abdullah. The event was aimed at drawing a roadmap to strengthen the
Entrepreneurship Development Movement, to reinforce entrepreneurship
teaching and research among faculty and educators and to support various
institutions in their role in promoting entrepreneurship and innovation.

Recognising the crucial role of entrepreneurship in shaping the future
economy of the country, the colloquium also discussed a strategy to explore
the interactive entrepreneurship learning approaches and the real world
entrepreneurship practices. Emphasis was laid on the Indian dimensions of
entrepreneurship and challenges in the entrepreneurship development.

In his opening remarks Hon’ble Chief Minister, expressed his happiness
over hosting the National Colloquium at JKEDI Pampore., “This colloquium
is a good opportunity for us at JKEDI to learn from the mistakes of other
Entrepreneurship Development Institutions of the country. We can avoid such
mistakes and know about the best practices being implemented in the area of
entrepreneurship so that they can be replicated in our State.”

“Entrepreneurship should be popularized in the State so that youth
consider it as a viable career” he said. He informed the delegates that his
government is facilitating coordination between JKEDI, J&K Bank and
other stakeholders so that various schemes of entrepreneurship development
can be implemented and put to practice. “This way more credit would be
made available to the young entrepreneurs for the growth and development of
their enterprises” he said.

Referring to the entrepreneurs, Chief Minister said, that he envisages
facilitating opportunities for entrepreneurship than providing jobs. “The
government job should be the last resort for youth,” he said.
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